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Email:   

 
Dear  
 
Official Information Act Request for – Endoscopy Procedures (MoH Ref: H202006963)  
 
I write in response to your Official Information Act request received by us 15th September 2020 you 
requested the following information: 
 
Please note that all my questions relate only to endoscopy procedures: 

1. In the last five years how many endoscopy consents were undertaken by nurses and 
could I please get a breakdown of the procedures these consents related to (e.g, 
gastroscopy, colonoscopy, ERCP, etc? I also want to know who conducted the procedure. 

2. In the last five years how many endoscopy consents were done by doctors and could I please 
get a breakdown of the procedures these consents related to? I also want to know who 
conducted the procedure. 

3. For the last five years, can you please state how many high-risk endoscopy procedures 
(based on what you classify as high-risk procedures) nurses consented patients to? 

4. In the last five years, how many deaths have been attributed to endoscopy procedures? 
5. What is best practice in terms of who (i.e. doctors or nurses) should be consenting 

patients to endoscopy procedures? Should consent be obtained by the clinician 
conducting the procedure? 

 
Counties Manukau Health Response: 
 

1. In the last five years how many endoscopy consents were undertaken by nurses and could I 
please get a breakdown of the procedures these consents related to (e.g, gastroscopy, 
colonoscopy, ERCP, etc? I also want to know who conducted the procedure. 
All outpatient upper endoscopies and colonoscopies are consented by nurses. Counties 
Manukau Health (CM Health) employs one Trainee Nurse Endoscopist who under supervision 
of a Senior Medical Officer (SMO) completes around 10 routine procedures (e.g. not 
interventional) per week on a training list. All other endoscopy procedures are completed by 
Junior and Senior Medical Officers (RMO/SMO).  
 
We do not routinely collect the exact information requested and to obtain it would involve 
manually searching the file of each patient. We can however provide the following as an 
estimation: 





3. For the last five years, can you please state how many high-risk endoscopy procedures 
(based on what you classify as high-risk procedures) nurses consented patients to? 
None.  
 

4. In the last five years, how many deaths have been attributed to endoscopy procedures? 
We do not collect this information.   
 

5. What is best practice in terms of who (i.e. doctors or nurses) should be consenting 
patients to endoscopy procedures? Should consent be obtained by the clinician 
conducting the procedure? 
As per our informed consent policy and guideline (attached), primary responsibility for 
ensuring information is given to the patient and for obtaining consent sits with the staff 
member who is to carry out the treatment or procedure. In some situations, it is impractical 
for all information to come from the health professional conducting the treatment or 
procedure. In such cases, an appropriate health professional familiar with the treatment or 
procedure, and with adequate knowledge of the risks and benefits of the treatment or 
procedure, should impart the information. 
 
The consent process in the Gastroenterology Service is currently under active review and new 
consent forms are being developed for the consent process.  For your information, we have 
also attached our Endoscopy Nurse Consenting Policy.  
 

For context CM Health employs over 7,500 staff and provides health and support services to people 
living in the Counties Manukau region (approx. 569,400 people). We see over 118,000 people in our 
Emergency Department each year, and over 2,000 visitors come through Middlemore Hospital daily. 
 
Our services are delivered via hospital, outpatient, ambulatory and community-based models of care. 
We provide regional and supra-regional specialist services i.e. for orthopaedics, plastics, burns and 
spinal services.  There are also several specialist services provided including tertiary surgical services, 
medical services, mental health and addiction services. 
 
I trust that this information is helpful. You are entitled to seek a review of the response by the 
Ombudsman under section 28(3) of the Official Information Act.  Information about how to make a 
complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or Freephone 0800 802 602. 
 
Please note that this response or an edited version of this may be published on the Counties Manukau 
Health website. If you consider there are good reasons why this response should not be made publicly 
available, we will be happy to consider this. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr Peter Watson 
Acting Chief Executive Officer 
Counties Manukau Health 
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