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Dear  
 
Official Information Act Request for – Midwifery Numbers 
 
I write in response to your Official Information Act request received by us 27th October 2020, you 
requested the following information: 

1. By month and since November 1 2019, the number of women booked with a hospital-based 
midwife/service. 

2. If there is a breakdown of the above figure to show how many women were so booked 
because they couldn’t find or book with a community midwife, can this please be provided. 

 

Counties Manukau Health Response: 
For context Counties Manukau Health (CM Health) has the highest birthing population of any DHB, 
with 8301 Counties Manukau-domiciled women giving birth in 2019 and of that group, 7527 women, 
including a proportion from other DHBs, gave birth in CM Health facilities. When other births within 
Counties are added 7,720 women relied on CM Health for secondary care should it be required.  There 
is a shortage of midwives internationally, nationally, and in the Auckland metro region including self-
employed Lead Maternity Care community midwives which creates a barrier for women directly 
accessing an LMC community midwife.   CM Health has processes to enable engagement where at all 
possible. 

We would like to note that the Women’s Health and Newborn Annual Report is publicly available on 
our website (link below).  This report describes practices, projects, data and achievements that reflect 
CM Health’s commitment to equitable and quality care for the women and whaanau we serve. It 
also covers the recommendations of the National Maternity Monitoring Group and the Perinatal and 
Maternal Mortality Review Committee. 

• https://www.countiesmanukau.health.nz/our-services/maternity-services/   
 
We are proud of our people who work in maternity services: hospital, community and lead maternity 
carer (LMC) based. We are proud of the work they do supporting the health of women living in the 
Counties Manukau district and their whaanau. Our teams work under challenging conditions – ageing 
facilities, workforce shortages and the increasing clinical complexity that arises from obesity and the 
many socioeconomic determinants that impact on our community.  






